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BACK TO SCHOOL ISSUE�Bizarre Disc Epidemic Strikes ABA

T

his play period saw an unusual craze of disc problems crop up within the nationwide Aggie Baseball Association. Results were delayed and in a couple cases, games completely lost and replayed by the league’s computer due to the mysterious goings on.

Six discs were either physically damaged, unreadable, or in other ways rendered useless in transit to the league Disc Czar. All results for the Rustlers and Trenchers were totally lost and have been replayed. Check the disk to see how you actually fared in games with those teams. Other discs which were found to be damaged in some way were replaced in time to get the stats correctly updated.

A suggestion was made to insert discs into cardboard sheathes or 3 1/2” mailers to further protect them. It is not a bad idea. However, it did not cause the rash of incompatible disc reading errors. These discs were completely erased and re-used from the first period, when they worked fine!

In any event, please check your copy of the results TODAY (read : immediately) for any read/write 



incompatibility. There is NOT time to send replacement discs to owners and keep the place of play on schedule! 

Also, it is VERY advisable for all owners to check their disc and hard drive for viruses REGULARLY! I have not heard of nor found a virus on my computer or disc, but we should be watchful. If anyone finds a virus, please advise the rest of the league

� Disc Czar Announced

Babu is now the official ABA Disc Czar. Mail Disc’s (only) to him.

� INSIDE!  The new monthly schedule is reprinted inside, and some clarifications made since many owners were confused over it’s simplicity.

�PTP  V 5.03 Has Serious Flaw...

D

espite the vast improvements made by the PTP programmers in the playability and reality of the newest baseball release (5.03), the ABA officers have identified a flaw which could prove to be disastrous to play-by-mail leagues.

Every time a player is released from the active roster of a team to the free agent pool (such as in preparation to trade him to another team) his year to date PTP game stats are “zeroed” automatically by the software. This renders true full season stats for that player impossible to compile, and would tend to eliminate those players from consideration in league leader categories.

Of more critical importance to play-by-mail leagues, it makes tracking accurate innings pitched, games played, and at-bats nearly impossible. 

For the duration of this season, the owners of traded players will be advised of the number of games that incoming players still must be rested to comply with ABA By-Laws. Other limits may have to be waived.

Penalty Invoked by ABA Commissioner...

The Mayaguez Indians will be played using the Computer Manager for this play period. In a very special case, the owner was allowed extra time to raise revenues in an effort to clear outstanding financial obligations with the league. This amount has not been delivered, and as a result, the third play period will see the day to day activity of the team wrested away from the regular manager and placed into the always able hands of Clyde “Punky” Uhlander (CPU).

If you play HOME games against the Indians this period (West Division), then you set the correct starting pitchers and lineups manually for each game, and upon beginning play, set the computer to run the Indians.

ONLY HOME games are to be played this way by other owners in the West. This will allow the Indians owner to make restitution and still play the Indian’s own home schedule, or the league will play those games as stats are compiled.

� Stock Tip........Buy shares in Moving and Storage Companies

The ABA ownership alone would keep the moving industry afloat, and this month was no exception! No less than 3 new locations show up on the ownership roster this period, and in the case of Glen Baxley, it is his second move in two play periods (settle down, Glen!).

As expected, the bi-annual rite to move was exercised once again by Donovan and Krysti, leaving the metropolis of Missouri City for the cozy confines of Houston once again.

And, long time California resident and champion re-locator Terry Vernon has pulled up roots once again and followed Barry Bonds to Murrieta CA.

�

Trades and Transactions:

There were none. This time. Just wait! Few teams can finish the 1994 season with the rosters they currently carry.....  Makes you think, doesn’t it!?!  Hmmmmm.

There were no unemployment player picks this period either.

�

Fines, Strikes, Etc...

By the grace of God and the Commissioner there were none. Not that none were warranted mind you. (HINT!)

This of course brings up the Monthly Schedule (published last month in the newsletter, AND in the By-Laws [all versions]).

Play begins on or after the 1st when the disk arrives. Play continues through the 15th of the month. On that date all hell breaks loose. Owners are to mail road results to other owners, discs to the Disc Czar, Trades, Roster moves, Unemployment picks, Protests, and other “league type stuff” to the Commissioner.

If (and only if) this date is obeyed, will owners be able to scan road results to determine the effectiveness of the current road instructions PRIOR to sending new road instructions out by the deadline of the 25TH!

It has never been, nor will ever be, that you will receive a disc to peruse before mailing instructions. And all owners from any previous year know this. 

From this point forward, after the first of the month, and after receiving the disc and newsletter, play using the computer manager for all teams that did not get road instructions to you. It appears that fines alone do not inspire promptness, perhaps the ever-present threat of CPU will help bring about more timely instruction mailings. 

And, if the currently stored lineups in the manager profile are not complete, or do not exist, make up a lineup! It must be legal, but you can be creative!

�

�

The Aggie Baseball Association is STILL proud to be an official      Non-Smoking organization.

�

News and Notes:

Current FARM roster should be listed on EVERY Road Instruction.

Throw away the old address sheets...too many changes.

The Rustlers are holding a FIRE SALE! No reasonable offer refused.

Consider how the ABA will deal with a MLB player strike next season.....

No pre 1994 ABA owner lives in the same address at which they began their managerial career with the league.

Babu can import manager profiles from YOUR disc. Write a note when you mail him your disc.�Now What?

We are going to continue to play over completely ZEROED stats each month (sorry Glen! He reports that “weird” things are happening...). To do this (since you  are receiving a disk with stats), press PLAY as you are ready to begin play, then select BEGIN. The BEGIN option will eliminate all record of past play in the selected player files directory.

NEW PITCHING ROTATION is now in effect. The pitching rotation form in this and subsequent newsletters will be filled in as follows and mailed by the 15th of each month. Each owner must list HOMESTAND starting pitchers for the current month (period #3 this time), and project ahead the ROAD TRIP starters for the following month (period #4). This system allows the home manager to choose his starting pitchers according to availability as the games are being played. The starters must be eligible by ABA By-Law standards, of course. Simply record them in the order you use them on the Homestand portion, then fill in the Road starters as you will mail them out on your next period instruction. 

KEEP COPIES OF THE ROTATION SHEET SO YOU HAVE THEM FOR THE NEXT PERIOD!!!!

The schedule (and starters for the vacant team - Slickers) will be in each newsletter.

UPDATE and Print Boxscore and Scoresheet after EVERY GAME PLAYED! And try not to overprint the scoresheet on top of the boxscore as I have done twice now....it seems to happen on extra inning games with single sheet printers when I try to print on reverse sides.

Thanks for writing comments on the results. I enjoy them and I imagine many of the owners do as well.

Observe Labor Day! DO NOT observe the Brickyard 400 (what a sham!)

CONTINUE TO MAIL ROSTER CHANGES, COMPUTER MANAGER UPDATES, TRADES, ROTATIONS AND ALL OTHER PAPERWORK TO ME!!!! BABU GETS ONLY DISKS!!

East division owners play the vacant team this month (Slickers). Play them using the computer manager for the Slickers. Play Human and Human to allow you to choose the right starting pitcher, then switch manually back over to the computer manager for the first pitch. When your whole homestand is done, rest the league 4 days, then play 2 away games AT the Slicker’s park.

West division managers will play the regular home games Vs the Indians using the computer manager and not the Road Instructions (except the starters and lineups listed).



�





If you have already received your disc and begun playing prior to getting this newsletter, start over using the information in here. You will need to “BEGIN” to reset the league stats.



�

Gotham City Slicker’s Pitching Rotation Form

FOR

Play Period #3







 Starting Pitchers against the WEST DIVISION :

		1. __________________		6. __________________

		2. __________________		7. __________________

		3. __________________		8. __________________

		4. __________________		9. __________________

		5. __________________		10.__________________

				







The Slicker’s starting pitchers are listed above. Locate the starters in your series (remember to use their AWAY pitchers at your HOME games). Manually start the listed pitchers in order for your games. Then complete your homestand as normal. Once all home games are done, rest the league for 4 days (do not ZERO or BEGIN - make sure you REST the entire league). Then play your two ROAD games at the Slickers park using the two listed starters.





		



Slicker AWAY GAMES



OPP�vs.�vs.�vs.�vs.�vs�Vs��DAY#�   1    2    3�   4    5    6�   7    8    9�  10   11   12�  13   14   15� 16   17   18��SP #��������



Day #19 is the rest day between series’.





Slicker HOME GAMES



OPP�vs.�vs.�vs.�vs.�Vs�Vs��DAY#�20    21    22� 23   24   25� 26   27   28� 29   30   31� 32   33   34� 35   36   37��SP #��������
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This caption was lost in a ysterious disc I/O error








