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ABA officials shown discussing the relocation sites of member teams since last season. The Oxford team is now the Colombian Darkroasts, the Nebraska team has become the Hope Whitewaters, and the Mariana team is now the Three Mile Islanders.
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�
�Auction Notes and Commentary


W


hen the smoke cleared and the dust settled, the consensus was that this years auction was the most challenging to date. Early preseason analysis revealed that the teams to beat based only on draft day rosters are the Mastadons and the Grunge. 


There were quite a few top caliber players and a great deal of money available at this years event, and as usual, it didn’t go as anyone expected.


Prices continued along trend lines identified last year, where starting pitching prices rose dramatically. This was furthered by the fact that NL pitching was pretty rotten in real life last season, and the fact that everyone needed some starting pitching. The cost for top line position players continued to drop this auction, highlighted by the astonishingly low cost for Fred McGriff of only $2.4 million dollars! This may seem like good news to owners of other star players, but is it?? We’ll see soon, won’t we Barry Bonds?!


More team and league parity has been the general consensus of most owners. The first round of “topper right” free agents came and went without difficulty also. Perhaps much of the planning and forecasting when league By-Laws were penned is paying off now. Draft strategies were plentiful, and results...well, we’ll see. The Nixons did a fine drafting job. It seems virtually impossible that they could lose even 90 games this season!!


The “live” draft was once again the hit of the non-baseball season, and thanks go once again to Glen and to MCI for the free phone hookup. If the rest of our communications and transactions run so smooth we’ll be in great shape!


�


�INSIDE:


Rosters and Deadlines


Final Preseason Instructions


T


here are few notes to make at this point in the pre-season, but those few are important ones. Please be sure to note the deadlines and changes to previous routine!


MAIL all trades and transactions, NO PHONE CALLS!


Glen Baxley handles ALL transactions.


Pre-Season transaction deadline is Friday March 10th! All trades, cuts and other moves for month #1 must be made by this date.


Claims for Unemployment Pool players open on March 7th, and close with the April (month #1) mailing deadline. These players will be available for the month #2 play period.


First Play Period ACTIVE ROSTER must be reported to Glen by the Mailing deadline!!! No road instruction lists this season. Report them in advance!


�
Preseason Instructions (cont.)


The Computer Manager will be set to NEUTRAL for all teams who do not send in settings for their teams.


The Computer Manager will NOT be used for play period #1 games except for the vacant team - the Three Mile Islanders.


Season opening Road Instructions should be mailed by March 25th.


Pitching rotation AND Active Roster for Period #1 must be postmarked by Friday March 10!!


Games should be played, and stat discs and results postmarked by the 21st of April.


The season’s schedule is enclosed. Please review it. Because of the three divisions it is VERY different than anything we’ve used or considered before. It balances play home and away. Every division plays more against their division foes than any other teams. Every division plays the other divisions once a year each. Mailing was kept to a minimum, and contact was maintained this way with all owners.


I made a new pitching rotation form for use this year. We will list all starting pitchers for the entire month prior to play. The schedule will be an identical schedule blank that everyone will use despite the differing number of games played each month by the different divisions.


The pitching schedule form is, in effect, a calendar listing game numbers in consecutive boxes. Certain boxes will be “blacked out” to represent days off (approximately one day off per week, similar to the big leagues). There is NO WAY to make off days fall in the beginning, middle or end of the month for all teams. Therefore the calendar is the only way to schedule pitching with days of rest. Submit you month one rotation (home and away) by Friday March 10th!


Mailing deadlines are critical this year. We have a little more to do in many months because of the three division schedule. It was considered to use more than 15 to 21 days for a play period. 30 days would be great, but then mailing deadline dates would be different each month. For play period one, and hopefully the rest of the season, we will use the following dates as deadlines: 25th (March) Road Instructions,  1st (April) Start Play, 21st - mail results and disks.


Team/Divisional arrangements are not flexible at this point with the possible exception of the Islanders moving to the Central Division.


�


Restricted and Unrestricted Batters for the 1995 ABA Season 


It may have been glossed over during the live auction, or like me, you may have been pre-occupied. So, this is a recap for the record of the restricted and unrestricted batters for 1995.


UNLIMITED BATTERS:


	BEAN		BENEVIDES


	BOGAR	GOFF


	E JOHNSON	McKNIGHT


	PAPPAS	PARKER


	JR PHILLIPS	J REED


	TAVARAS





RESTRICTED vs. Right Hand Pitchers:


	J BROWN	C JONES


	O MILLER	J OLIVA


	QUINLAN	RIVERA


	SPEHR		





RESTRICTED vs. Left Hand Pitchers:


	DESTRADE	FOLEY


	HANSEN	L HARRIS


	NIEVES	H RODRIGUEZ	


	VENA		WHITMORE


	VAN DER WAL





�


A Reminder...


Every game over 105 in MLB is one game allowed over our limit of 155 ABA games.


200% of at bats, 200% of IP from MLB.


140 + IP in MLB can start on 3 days rest.


�
Rosters


Following the body of this newsletter are the DRAFT DAY rosters and PTP ratings. Although I am privy to a few of the transactions which have taken place since the auction (and have included a list of those I know in this newsletter) I do not have the official current rosters.


These rosters will be kept up to date, according to all official transactions, by Glen Baxley. Balances will be printed in newsletters periodically throughout the season. Of course, the newest and up to date rosters will be on your stat disk when it arrives from Glen each month.


These PTP rosters are included as a courtesy (since I know that you all have your own legal copy of the newest PTP software and ‘94 stat disk anyway) for any last minute pre-season trading.


�


TRADES AND TRANSACTIONS


The following list of trades and transactions since the end of the ‘95 auction may be incomplete. Glen Baxley has the official list of legal transactions (reported by mail by both owners). These are the only trades which I know about thus far.


Klesko  from Dammits to Indians


Floyd from Indians to Dammits





Zeile from Darkroasts to Islanders


Gross from Islanders to Darkroasts





Rodriguez, Vina, Miceli from Dammits to Mastadon


R. White from Mastadons to Dammits





�


�By the Way......


This seems a convenient place to put this, so here goes. The following is the final Pre-Rookie Selections from this ‘95 crop:


Tim 		Folders	


	“Luis A” (a.k.a. Juan Acevido - Colo)





Babu		69’er’s	


	Benes (STL)		Pulsipher (NY)





FLOATING	Islanders	


	C. Perez (MON)	Gallagher (HOU)





Jason		Whitewaters	


	T Wade (ATL)	Petadine (SD)	Bruno (SD)





John		Cartel		


	Keischnick (CUB)	Morman (HOU)





Donovan	Mastadons	


	R Cedeno (LA)		Reese (CIN)		J Acevido (COLO)





Rick		Indians		


	Urbina (MON)		Cassanova (SD)	


Glen		Voltheads	


	Wendell (CUB)





Mark		Rustlers	


	Dishman (SD)		Hubbard (CUB)	Wagner (HOU)


	


Terry		Riots		


	Veras (FLA)		Woodall (ATL)


	


Jessica		Darkroasts	


	Hollandsworth (LA)	Bates (COLO)





Jim and Mike selected NO Pre-Rookies. 





Donovan’s first selection was made invalid since Brian Hunter DID have a PTP file this season.  Hunter will now appear in the ‘96 free agent auction.....Tim Montgomery finally wrote that his first overall selection in the pre-rookie draft was Juan A (Acevido) of the Ro
